
Once again our classrooms 
are pairing up to encourage 
compassion, collaboration, 
and confidence.  

Ms. Doherty’s and Mrs. Lan-
zer’s class has partnered with 
Mrs. Spear’s and Mrs. Hor-
ton’s class this year. The ob-
vious benefits expected for 
the younger students are 
matched by the benefits 
gained by the older students. 
The students discussing their 
thinking, their literacy strat-
egies, and the joy they find in 
reading has everyone capti-
vated.  

Big Buddies  
Little Buddies 

What does it mean to be healthy? 
Students in 3/4 have 
been exploring articles 
and media about  the 
many different ways 
that people can be 
healthy for their newest 
inquiry. Today, stu-
dents in Mrs. Kaichen's 
class went on a technol-

ogy scavenger hunt to 
explore the blog a Scot-
tish student started 
about her school lunch-
es.  Her blog has in-
spired students from all 
over the world to share 
pictures of their lunch-
es.  They investigated 

and added  to their list 
of wonders about food 
from all over the 
world.  This has even 
inspired a few students 
to start blogging about 
their lunches!  
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October 14, 2015 

Farm to Plate 

On Monday, Mrs. 
Nichol’s class visited the 
RGS garden and picked 
all the ripe tomatoes they 
could find. Then they 
brought them in, washed 
them, squeezed out the 
seeds and juice, put the 
remaining tomato pulp 
through the blender/food 

processor (Mrs. Nichols 
did this part) added spices 
and set the pot on to sim-
mer. 

Now they  have 2 of the 8 
bags of pizza sauce need 
for a special day…later this 
year! 



Students in kindergarten have 
spent the last few brainstorming, 
drafting, and building catapults.  
Connor and Adrian have finally 
reached the building stage and 
they’re closely following their blue-
prints to ensure a successful 
launch. 

Is the Salmon Falls River a healthy 
environment for Eastern Brook 
Trout? Mrs. Lanzer’s and Ms. 
Doherty’s class has been research-
ing this question and brainstorm-
ing other questions about rivers. 
NH Fish and Game provided them 
with the materials they needed to 
test the river for temperature, con-
ductivity, pH level, turbidity and 
dissolved oxygen. They also lent 
them waders! Based on the re-
search so far, the river seems like a 
good environment for trout but 
they still need to test for evidence 
of macro-invertebrates which will 
help them gauge the overall health 
of the river.   

maticians and professors: Dr. Phil 
Moore and Virginia Baslable, pro-
fessor at Mount Holyoke College, 
Mathematics Leadership Program 
are only two of the many respond-
ers.   

What do you think? Ask your child 
what they think? 

RGS students are making math con-
jectures that mathematicians across 
the nation are debating the merits 
of. After a recent visit, our math 
consultant posted our students’ 
thinking on twitter. Her post is alive 
with the questions, wonders, and 
encouragement by national mathe-

Catapulting through Kindergarten 

The Year of the River 

Student Conjecture: everything with a 
perimeter has an area 



 

tence they saw last week. They were 
literally engaged for 45 MINUTES 
in discussing and experimenting 
with EM DASHES, you guys. 45 
minutes! Em dashes!!! 

One student, in the middle of all 
this discussion, questioning, and 
wondering, said "Hey!...this is 
QPP...for EM DASHES!" 

Another student shared as he went 
out to recess and said, "I LOVE em 
dashes!"  

They are now noticing them every-
where. 

The power of inquiry is amazing, 
isn't it?!? 

Think about how you were taught 
punctuation. SO boring, right? 
(Well--not to a grammar nerd like 
me. But I digress.) 

Mrs. Krauss’s students are looking 
at punctuation--em dashes, specifi-
cally--through an inquiry lens, be-
cause it just happens to be some-
thing they noticed in a mentor sen-

A quiet media center? Not at RGS! 
During weekly library times, stu-
dents are delving into curiosities at 
the Wonder Center, exploring and 
creating with technology at Techies 
in Training, and increasing their 
research knowledge and more at 
Skill Builders. Each week groups 
rotate through and have time to 
experience learning, foster a love 
for reading, pique curiosity, and 
share out discoveries with their 
classmates. It's been a great start to 
the year.   

is on fire.  We went outside and 
used the fire hose in an obstacle 
course to knock down cones.  They 
also gave us some cool goodies! 

Since it is fire prevention week, the 
Rollinsford firefighters came to 
speak with us.  First, the firefighters 
showed us the tools they use.  One 
of them was an ax.  Then they 
showed us what they look like when 
they have all their gear on.  They 
said to always have a fire escape 
plan at your house. We also talked 
about what to do when your house 
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Em Dashes 

Not Your 
Typical Media 
Center 

Fire Prevention Week by Serena Cahill, Kiki Melton, Madeline Bickford 

Contour Line Drawings 
Early each school year RGS students 
hone their skills at drawing from real 
life. Sketching and contour line drawing 
are two valuable techniques that artists 
of all ages should practice; to find their 
personal style of documenting what 
they see.   What to draw? 
Shoes, cars, toys, bikes, plants, and pets 
who sit still!  Pictures of all types are an 
invaluable tool for inquiry learning re-
search and sharing. RGS artists are up 
to the task. 



 

 

 

 

RGS Spooky Harvest Festival  

October 24th | 5 p.m. ‘till 8 p.m.  

Calling all Gals and Ghouls for a family evening of fun!  

 Haunted Hallways: $3 Or buy a Wristband (Unlimited Games & Haunted Hallways) $6  

 Games: 20 tickets for $5 Or buy a Wristband (Unlimited Games & Haunted Hallways) $6  

 Cotton Candy  

 Food  

 Baked Goods  

 Craft Table  

 Pie Eating Contest - win an iTunes gift 
card  

 Costume Contest - win an iTunes gift card  

 Carved Pumpkin Contest - win an iTunes 
gift card -Please carve your pumpkin at 
home and bring with you for voting. You 
will take it back home with you.  

 Raffles: $2 for 1 or $5 for 3 tickets A won-
derful basket and a $100/ family of 4 cer-
tificate to charmingfare farm  

If you are interested in helping to run a booth or an 
event contact Manu Slankard, PTO president. There 
are still a few slots to fill. Bonus, if you sign-up to 
help, your children get in for half price. How awe-
some is that? 

slanks2001@gmail.com 

To ensure that everyone has a wonderful time, filled 
with startles, lots of laughs, delicious food, and 
games galore, we are expecting that all children are 
accompanied by an adult. We won’t glue you to their 
sides, but we will ask that you are in the building 
enjoying your own laughs with your friends and com-
munity. 


